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Annotated Bibliography Template (MLA Format)

Full Citation:

e Author(s). Title of Source. Title of Container, Other Contributors, Version, Number,

Publisher, Publication Date, Location.

Annotation:

Summary: Briefly describe the main focus, argument, or findings of the work in your own
words.

Evaluation: Note the credibility of the author, the quality of the evidence, and any notable
strengths or limitations.

Reflection: Explain how this source will support or shape your project or argument.

Book Example
Martinez, Elena V. Cultural Memory and Migration in Contemporary Literature. Oxford

University Press, 2022.

Martinez studies how migration stories preserve cultural memory and reshape identity in
modern fiction. Drawing on Latin American, Middle Eastern, and European authors, she shows
how storytelling acts as both resistance and remembrance. The author’s strong academic
background in postcolonial studies adds depth and authority. This source is essential for my
research because it links literature and migration theory, helping me discuss how displaced

communities maintain identity through narrative.
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Journal Article Example
Bennett, Samuel D. “Environmental Justice and the Language of Policy Reform.” Journal of

Social Change, vol. 44, no. 3, 2021, pp. 145-163.

Bennett analyzes how policymakers use rhetoric when addressing environmental justice. He
argues that language often masks unequal power dynamics and slows genuine reform. The article
is thoroughly researched, supported by legislative examples and critical discourse analysis.
Bennett’s perspective as both a political scientist and community activist lends credibility. This
work will help frame my discussion on how language influences environmental policy and reveal

gaps between public messaging and actual change.

Website Example
Osei, Kwame. “The Growth of Community-Led Education Programs in Ghana.” Education for

All Network, 2023, www.edforall.org/community-ghana.

Osei reports on new community education programs that empower local teachers and
improve literacy rates in rural Ghana. The article uses interviews, statistics, and government data
to highlight long-term outcomes. While not peer-reviewed, it offers practical insight into
real-world initiatives. This source will provide examples of successful education reforms and

support my paper’s section on grassroots development strategies.
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